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Planning policy

Danny O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (19:09): (805) My adjournment this evening is for the
Minister for Planning. The action I seek is for the minister to provide clarity on whether homes will
be able to be constructed at all on vacant lots where a 0.8-metre sea level rise is forecast in the future,
where flooding may occur. [ raise this for the Minister for Planning, but to be frank I am not entirely
sure whether it might in fact be for the Minister for Water, because it does relate to catchment
management authorities (CMAs) having the opportunity to object to potential permit applications for
housing. But I think it is the Minister for Planning, because it relates, as I understand, to planning
scheme amendment VC171.

Recently the Wellington shire in my electorate wrote to some 350 vacant land property owners,
effectively saying that new rules have been brought in which say that planning decisions across the
Victorian coastline must consider a sea level rise of at least 0.8 metres. Whilst they are not saying that
homes will not be approved in that zone, they are effectively saying it is going to be very difficult and
probably the CMA will be objecting to that. We know that generally when the CMA objects, although
they do not have veto power anymore, there will be an issue. Although those letters have just only just
gone out, already | am starting to get concern from people who own vacant land in areas like Loch
Sport, McLoughlins Beach, Port Albert and Golden Beach. They are wondering if they will be able to
build a property there at all. One of the issues that has come up is not the area of land itself, as to
whether that will be subject to inundation in 2100, but whether the egress and ingress, the road into
that property, will be subject to inundation. That in itself I think is a serious concern.

[ respect and understand that this is a bit of a wicked problem. We do have some difficult decisions to
make, but I think that the letter that has now gone out from Wellington shire — this will happen in
South Gippsland shire, and it will no doubt happen in Colac Otway shire and many other places along
the coastline — will raise serious concern among people who are planning to build a house, who are
planning to retire to those areas or who are planning to set up their life in these areas, and I think we
need some serious level of clarity from the state government. | know that councils have been a bit
frustrated on this issue for a long time and that state governments, including previous governments,
have not taken a leadership role on this, but I think communities are going to want to see some clarity.
Will they be allowed to build homes in those areas? 1 would appreciate if the Minister for Planning
could provide some clarity on that.

Willum Warrain

Paul MERCURIO (Hastings) (19:12): (806) Firstly I would just like to say that this adjournment
has been written for me by Kayla Page, from Mount Erin Secondary College, who has been doing
work experience in my office. [ say thank you to Kayla.

My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Treaty and First Peoples. The action I seek is for the
minister to join me in visiting the wonderful space that is Willum Warrain. This place is a very spiritual
and special place for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to come together to explore identity.
Willum Warrain in local Boon Wurrung language means ‘home by the sea.” In the late 1980s the
Hastings Aboriginal community was quite sizeable, with many families living in the area. They started
to gather in the old community house. It was run by a few non-Indigenous women, who responded to
the need for a place to feel safe and comfortable together. In 1995 the community had a desire for a
place of their own, so Kaala Koorie was formed. After 13 years of operating, Kaala Koorie ceased to
run and there was no Aboriginal organisation in Hastings for two years. Then from 2010 to 2013, after
much discussion, a new organisation was formed. Willum Warrain was established in 2014 in Hastings
with support from Mornington Peninsula shire and funding from the Closing the Gap program. Willum
Warrain is regarded as a place of hope, belonging and culture. I certainly agree with that. I look forward
to welcoming the minister to this community.



